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CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL

1.1
These Rules describe the procedures applied by RINA for certification of permanent joining

procedures in accordance with the various national and international reference techniques, as well
as the modalities that Organizations must comply with to apply for, obtain and maintain said
certification.

1.2
All Organizations can apply for certification irrespective of their belonging to any Association or

Group. For the certification activity RINA will apply its current tariff lists, ensuring fairness and uniformity
of application.

1.3
The certificate issued by RINA refers to the technological process specified in the permanent

joining procedure qualification certificate used within the applicant Organization, where
Organization stands for a public or private company, firm, Body or association, which may or may
not be legally incorporated, with its own functions and its own administration or an individual. For
Organizations with several operational units, each operational unit can be defined as an
Organization.

1.4
The terms used in these Rules make reference to the UNI CEI EN ISO/IEC 17065 and UNI CEI EN

ISO/IEC 17020 standards.

CHAPTER 2 – REFERENCE STANDARDS

2.1
The technical standards applicable to this certification can be different according to the

applicant Organization’s requirements; the following standards are listed by way of example but not
of limitation:

 EN ISO 15614 series

 EN ISO 17779: Brazing – Specification and Qualification of brazing procedures for metallic
materials

 EN ISO 15613: Specification and qualification of welding procedures for metallic materials
– Qualification based on pre-production welding test. EN ISO 17660 standards

 Paragraph 3.1.2 of Annex I to Directive 2014/68/EU

 Section IX of ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code

 AWS D1.1/D1.1M Structural Welding Code-Steel

 American Petroleum Institute (API) 1104 Welding of Pipelines and Related Facilities

 The internal standardization technical specifications of Snam Rete Gas relating to GASD
welding

 RINA Rules for Ship Classification.

If requested by the applicant Organization, RINA will have the right to perform the same
qualification activities for the permanent joining procedure on the basis of other recognized
standards or technical specifications.
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CHAPTER 3 – ISSUE OF CERTIFICATES

3.1
Any Organizations that wish to obtain the above certification for the technological processes they

use must send a specific request, by fax, mail or e-mail, with at least the following information:
a) Organization’s name;
b) Reference standard;
c) Welding process;
d) Base metal;
e) Base metal thickness;
f) Welding position.

After a preliminary examination to check completeness of the information provided by the
Organization, RINA will prepare a service proposal that will be sent together with these Rules.

If the applicant Organization, together with the procedure in question, intends to qualify also its
personnel used for the preparation of qualification specimens, it can express this request in the above
application. In this case RINA will apply, for the relevant personnel certification activities, the
requirements of its own “Rules for the certification of permanent joining operators”.

3.2
Upon reception of the acceptance of the above service proposal, RINA will send a written

confirmation to the Organization for the acceptance of the application.
The Organization’s application and the relevant acceptance by RINA are the formal contract

regulating RINA operations carried out in accordance with these Rules.
RINA reserves the right to request and examine, at its discretion, any other documents as a support

to the previously received information, deemed to be important for the above certification.
RINA will inform the Organization about the names of the technician(s) in charge of the

examination for certification of permanent joining procedures; the Organization may object to the
appointment of these technicians, justifying the reasons for the objection.

3.3
The requesting Organisation undertakes to make available to RINA measuring instruments

appropriately calibrated and provided with a calibration report; this applies in particular to the
instruments necessary for measuring electrical parameters and the pre-heating or interpass
temperature (when the temperature is considered an important parameter in relation to the
procedure and the materials used).

These instruments must be calibrated/validated in accordance with the customer’s corporate
procedures:

a. within its own organization, or

b. at LAT centers or by bodies that have signed the EA or ILAC mutual recognition agreement
or

c. by calibration centers qualified by the customer, which comply with the requirements of UNI
EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005, with metrological traceability to reference standards with valid
certificates issued by LAT centers or by bodies that have signed the EA or ILAC mutual
recognition agreement.

In the event that the customer carries out the calibration activity within its own organization (case
a.), the calibration procedure shall be described and the reference sample shall be an instrument
subject to calibration as specified in paragraphs b. or c. above.

Upon completion of the procedure qualification test, the RINA technician will proceed with the
permanent and unique identification (e.g. punching) of the sample for any subsequent destructive
or non-destructive tests.
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Destructive tests shall be carried out at an accredited laboratory in accordance with the ISO
17025 standard; if the Laboratory is not accredited, RINA will verify that the Laboratory operates in
compliance with the UNI CEI EN ISO/IEC 17025 standard, using a specific checklist based on
information provided by Accredia. This checklist will be previously sent to the Laboratory so that it
can use it for its own internal audits.

If the tests are carried out at a non-accredited Laboratory that is not accredited for one or more
tests among those required by the application standard, RINA will take part in the conduction of
destructive tests.

3.4
When the results of the examination of permanent joining samples are received and in case of

positive results, following the validation of a specific RINA Technical Committee, a certificate will be
issued for each process qualification specimen in conformity with the reference technical standard.

If the results are negative, RINA will inform the Organization and agree with it upon the modalities
for any further test.

CHAPTER 4 – CERTIFICATION VALIDITY

4.1
The qualification certificate of a permanent joining procedure has unlimited duration.

CHAPTER 5 – CERTIFICATE CANCELLATION

5.1
RINA can perform monitoring or checking activities on the Organization’s personnel who use the

certified procedure within the framework of their institutional activities such as:
 Surveillance audits to operative yards and production sites;
 Certification or periodical audits to corporate management systems in accordance with the UNI

EN ISO 9001 and UNI EN ISO 3834 standards;
 Certification or periodical audits on regulated products in accordance with applicable

standards (e.g. EC Directives);
 Third-party industrial certification activities.

With regard to these activities RINA can cancel a permanent joining procedure qualification
certificate whenever it finds substantial changes or alterations of the certificate data if compared
with the original certificate, made with a malicious intent.

RINA can also proceed with the cancellation of a permanent joining procedure qualification
certificate in case of arrears in the payment of RINA fees.

5.2
The Organization will be notified in writing by registered letter of the cancellation of its certificate;

this will entail that the certificate in question will also be cancelled from the list under Chapter 6.
In this case the certificate shall be returned by the Organization to RINA. If, following cancellation

of its certificate, an Organization intends to apply for certification again, it shall submit a new
application following the entire procedure.

5.3
The certified Organization cannot use its Certificate(s) and relevant copies when the certificate(s)

is(are) cancelled.
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CHAPTER 6 – LIST OF CERTIFIED PROCESSES

6.1
RINA updates, on a regular basis, the list of Organizations that obtained the certification of their

permanent joining procedures on a dedicated database.

This list contains:
  The Organization’s registered name;
 The type of issued qualifications (permanent joining procedure, position, base metal and

thickness);
 The date of issue;
 The reference standard.

CHAPTER 7 – USE OF THE CERTIFICATE BY A THIRD PARTY

7.1
A process qualification certificate cannot be used by an Organization other than the one that

requested and obtained certification (e.g. operating as subcontractor of the applicant
Organization), unless expressly specified in the reference technical standard.

CHAPTER 8 – CERTIFICATE TRANSFER

8.1
RINA can transfer a permanent joining procedure qualification certificate issued to an

Organization in favor of an Organization different from the one that requested and obtained
certification, if it is authorized by the latter in writing.

CHAPTER 9 – APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS

9.1
The Organization must ensure the recording of all complaints that may be submitted in relation to

the use of the certified process.
In relation to the activities specified in paragraph 5.1 above, RINA may request the Organization

to provide evidence of these records.

9.2
The Organization may appeal against RINA’s decisions stating the reasons for this disagreement,

within 30 days from the decision notification date. The modalities to observe to submit any appeal or
complaint are described in the www.rina.org website by the link present in the page dedicated to
welding and NDT.

CHAPTER 10 – CONTRACTUAL CONDITIONS

10.1
For contract conditions, the contents of the current edition of RINA Rule RC/C 17 “General

contract conditions for conformity assessment activities” apply.
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